
THE HESS
Mikael Harrsen, 2023

Award-winning architect and industrial designer Mikal Harrsen 

came up with the design for The Hess after a conversation with a 

drummer friend who wanted a dining table for his new home. As a 

result, the large circular table boasts a mechanical steel structure 

intended to resemble a drum. 

Trained as a carpenter, Harrsen sought to move away from his 

wood-making background. Nonetheless, his expertise is apparent in 

the precise structural design of The Hess table, which features three 

steels legs that intersect to support a stone tabletop. 

Each adjustment mechanism – such as the screws on the table’s 

feet – were exaggerated and emphasized as Harrsen deliberately 

integrated them into the overall design. 

“The Hess has a very open expression,” explains Harrsen. “It’s 

a nice, strong structure that you can fit in a big room to encour-

age people to sit around and enjoy conversation.”
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Founded on rebellious curiosity and a passion for the unique, Karakter is a bit out of the ordinary. Rooted in the proud Danish design tradition, but always maintaining an international 

outlook, Karakter presents a striking portfolio of furniture, lighting and objects from designers who have already written the history of design to those who are aspiring to write the future. 

All designers collaborating with Karakter are curated for their ideas and creativity and shared by all of them is an inspiring level of curiosity and an uncompromising take on their work. 

Boasting both the relevant and honest, the beautiful, the playful and the expressive, all designs have a clear, undeniable character. Ready to spark curiosity and start conversations.


